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 I f  language is  in t r ins ic  to normal  human cogni t ive funct ioning,  then cogni t ive d isorders should  
impl icate language dysfunct ion.  Is  that  the case? Standard accounts of  major  cogni t ive d isorders  
such as aut ism or  sch izophrenia  say no:  au t ism is  a soc ia l -communicat ive d isorder ,  and 
schizophrenia is  a thought  d isorder;  nei ther  of  them are seen as language disorders.  But  how 
separable are soc ia l -communicat ive and thought  d isorders  f rom language disorders,  real ly? Af te r  
a short  in t roduc t ion to the research domain ,  I  wi l l  address th is  quest ion through three empir ical  
case studies that  wi l l  fo rm the subjects  of  re lat i ve ly  separate short  presentat ions and can thus  
be indiv idual ly  d iscussed.  In  each case,  the quest ion wi l l  be  which  aspects of  language are  
af fected and whether/how th is  re lates  to the cogni t ive d is tu rbances seen.  
 

1.  Case study 1 :   
Behavioural  and cogni t ive prof i les in complete ly  nonverbal  chi ldren and adolescents wi th aut ism:  
Subtrac t ing language f rom human cogni t ion,  how much remains?  
 

2.  Case study 2 :   
L inguis t ic  var iables  tha t  ident i fy  schizophrenic  thought  d isorder  based on bl ind rat ing  of  
spontaneous speech:  Can thought  d isorder be detected l inguis t ica l ly?  
 

3.  Case study 3 :   
Track ing cogni t ive  dec l ine in  ear ly  dement ia  us ing a l inguis t ic  b iomarker:  the  case of  
Hunt ing ton 's  d isease   
 

Overal l ,  these case studies reveal  that  language dysfunct ion is  key in a l l  three cases and 
separable f rom more gener ic  or  non - l inguis t ic  neuropsychological  domains.  As the cogni t ive  
dysfunct ions seen can be p lausib ly  mapped onto  the l inguis t ic  dysfunct ion seen,  the v is ion tha t  
sees language as in t r ins ic  to  the  organizat ion  of  human cogni t ion  gains some ground.  This  
conclus ion informs cur rent  'Min imal is t '  reasoning on the nature of  the language facul ty  and casts  
fur ther doubt  on the ex is tence of  a semant ic  in ter face that  is  hypothesized to separate the  
language system from an independent  thought  system.   
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