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Since the reconceptua l iza t ion of  the Move  operat ion as a  k ind of  the Merge  operat ion 
( Interna l Merge ) ,  var ious st ra ins of  species of  Merge have been prol i ferated, such as  Pure 
Merge ,  Pair -Merge ,  Set-Merge ,  Remerge ,  Late Merge ,  Para l le l  Merge ,  etc. ,  due to the 
vagueness in ascertain ing the nature of  Merge that  inev itab ly conceded vary ing 
interpretat ions.  
 

Subject ing the current s i tuat ion to the min imal is t  scrut iny,  Chomsky has recent l y put forth  
a drast ical ly new reconcept ion of  MERGE as a transit ional operat ion from one workspace 
to the next,  applying to a sequence of  syntact ic  objects.  
 

We wi l l  summarize the foundat ional ideas behind the latest  development f rom the Reading 
lecture by Chomsky, reviewing the h istory and some var iet ies of  Merge hitherto  proposed.  
 

In the f i rst  part ,  we brief ly  rev iew the history and varie t ies of  Merge (Toyoshima),  and in  
the second part ,  we d iscuss the foundat ional  ideas that led the new reconcept ion (Oi sh i ),  
and in the th ird part ,  we recapitu late the technical i t ies in detai l  as we understood and  then 
lead to an open discussion.  
 

A video record ing of  the above Chomsky’s lecture is ava i lab le at :  
 

https:/ /www.facebook.com/theuniversi tyofreading/videos/  
 

We encourage part ic ipants to  watch the video beforehand and act ively  jo in our  
d iscussions.  
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