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This talk will give an introduction to the history, social context and to some of the linguistic
features of the Tibetan Sign Language (TSL), a recently emerging sign language used by about
150-300 Tibetan signers in Lhasa, capital of the Tibet Autonomous Region. The discussion will
also address the phenomenon of language contact between the Tibetan Sign Language and
spoken and written Tibetan language, and between the Tibetan Sign Language and Chinese Sign
Language. Finally, |1 will address the status of Tibetan Sign language as a simultaneously
emerging and endangered sign language, and the role of language ideologies for the future of
sign language among deaf Tibetans.
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