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A General Theory of Wh-Questions,
Partial Wh-Movement and Related Matters
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In this talk I will examine various “partial wh-movement” languages so as to see if they fall within the purview of
the general theory of wh-questions of Tonoike (2014, 2015, 2019, and in preparation), which claims that wh-
questions all involve what is referred to as disjunction function in SpecCP where it is base-generated or raised by
Internal Merge. The talk comprises of four parts. Part 1 will give an outline of the theoretical framework assumed
throughout the talk. Part 2 claims that wh-questions in both English and Japanese involve a disjunction function
based on cross-linguistic allomorphy between the two and other languages with respect to quantifiers and logical
connectives. Part 3 gives an overview of so-called partial wh-movement languages, discusses the possible
problems that they pose in view of the proposed general theory of wh-questions, and shows that in fact they fill
the accidental gaps that the original theory contains. Part 4 discusses various related problems, tying up loose ends,
including an account of kakarimusubi wh-questions.
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Day 1

13:00-15:00 Part 1. A General Framework (Tonoike (2019, Tonoike (in preparation))
15:15-17:15 Part 2. A General Theory of Wh-Questions

17:30-18:00 Discussion

Day 2

13:00-15:00 Part 3. Partial Wh-movement/ Wh-Expletive/Scope Marking languages
15:15-17:15 Part 4. Related Matters: Tying Up Loose Ends

17:30-18:00 Discussion
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